
 
 
 
 
 
 

Direct Dial/Ext: +443000422252 
e-mail: katy.reynolds@kent.gov.uk  

Ask for: Katy Reynolds 
Date: 19 October 2023 

  

 
Dear Member 

 

GOVERNANCE AND AUDIT COMMITTEE - WEDNESDAY, 25 OCTOBER 2023 

 

I am now able to enclose, for consideration at next Wednesday, 25 October 2023 meeting of the 

Governance and Audit Committee, the following reports that were unavailable when the agenda 

was printed. 

 
 
Agenda Item No  
11 External Audit Progress Report and Sector Update  (Pages 1 - 14) 

 
 
12 External Audit- Pension Fund Audit Findings Report  (Pages 15 - 42) 

 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Benjamin Watts 

General Counsel  
 

mailto:katy.reynolds@kent.gov.uk
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Low capacity in council finance teams and the failure to deal with historic accounting issues mean the current September audit deadline is unlikely to be met.

The firm said the changes in recent years to council investment strategies have seen annual accounts become increasingly complex.

In evidence to a Public Accounts Committee inquiry, Grant Thornton said the increased workload and pressure on resources have complicated recruitment and 
compounded delays.

The auditors said it is unlikely firms will be able to meet the 30 September deadline for publishing opinions on 2022-23 financial statements, because they are 
still working on previous years’ accounts.

The firm said one of the key issues causing delays is the lack of consensus over areas of audit focus, specifically over how land and buildings are audited.

“Too much audit resource is absorbed in dealing with longstanding financial reporting issues at poorly performing bodies,” the firm said.

In certain instances, audits are open as far back as 2017-18.

“Perhaps more importantly, there has not been enough debate with the sector on the purpose of local audit and the enhanced audit scrutiny it faces.

“This is particularly the case with the audit of property. Until these matters are resolved we do not consider that the September deadline is achievable.”

Grant Thornton said that while audit firms can be sanctioned by the Financial Reporting Council for failing to comply with regulations, there are currently no 
punishments for public bodies that fail to meet requirements.

It said there should be interventions for audited bodies that show “significant failures in financial reporting and an unwillingness to improve”.

In its evidence the firm blamed a lack of council funding to bolster finance teams for a reduction in the quality of reporting, causing further delays.

“Unfortunately, the quality of too many financial statements and working papers are not adequate,” Grant Thornton said.

“Improvement in accounts preparation, and recruitment and investment in finance teams is essential if local government is to prepare consistently high-
quality draft accounts and respond to the challenges presented by an enhanced audit regime.”

In December, local audit procurement body Public Sector Audit Appointments revealed that only 12% of local government audits for 2021-22 were completed by 
the 30 November deadline.

PSAA said that an alarming 630 opinions were outstanding from both 2021-22 and previous years, and the level of opinions completed on time has declined 
significantly from the 45% in 2019-20.

Read full report here 
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A range of proposals and actions to address the backlog of local audits in England has been set out by 

the Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities (DLUHC).

These include setting statutory deadlines and issuing qualifications and disclaimers of opinion in the 

short term.

The proposals have been agreed in principle with key partners across the local audit system, DLUHC 

said. The National Audit Office (NAO) is considering whether to develop a replacement Code of Audit 

Practice to give effect to the changes, the department added.

In addition, DLUHC is considering whether legislative change is needed to set new statutory 

deadlines for local bodies to publish accounts to mirror the proposed changes to the Code of Audit 

Practice.

Legislative change may also be needed to address any knock-on effects of the proposals which may 

impact the audit of opening balances within the accounts for future years, the department said.

Under these proposals, section 151 officers will be expected to work with Audit Committee members 

(or equivalent) to approve the final accounts by the statutory deadline in order for the audit opinion 

to be issued at the same time.

Read full proposal here 
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The Commons’ public accounts committee (PAC) published a report, Timeliness of local auditor reporting, today, which highlights 
problems caused by the delays to local audit.

Just 12% of local government bodies received their audit opinions in time to publish their 2021-22 accounts by the extended 
deadline. The committee warned that the problem is likely to get worse before it gets better.

The report points out that there are no sanctions for failing to produce accounts on time, for either auditors or councils.

The PAC and others have been concerned about the implications of audit delays and Sir Geoffrey said cases like that of Thurrock 
Council and Woking BC demonstrate why this issue needs to be addressed. Both councils had years of unaudited accounts when 
they declared themselves effectively bankrupt due to excessive levels of debt.

Read full report here
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The following article and update was written before the recent announcement of school closures were 
announced.

Department for education published guidance for school buildings constructed using reinforced autoclaved 
aerated concrete #RAAC – a lightweight form of concrete prone to failure. 

https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2023/09/04/new-guidance-on-raac-in-education-settings/

NAO also published a report this summer about the declining condition of school estate. The UK’s independent 
public spending watchdog’s report found that more than a third (24,000) of English school buildings are past their 
estimated initial design life.2 These buildings can normally continue to be used, but are generally more expensive 
to maintain and, on average, have poorer energy efficiency leading to higher running costs.

In recent years, there has been a significant funding shortfall contributing to deterioration across the school 
estate. DfE has reported £7 billion a year as the best practice level of capital funding to maintain, repair and 
rebuild the school estate.

The report says DfE has assessed the possibility of a building collapse or failure causing death or injury as a 
‘critical and very likely’ risk since summer 2021. The report highlighted ongoing concerns with the use of 
reinforced autoclaved aerated concrete (RAAC) – a lightweight form of concrete prone to failure, used between 
the 1950s and mid-1990s. DfE has been considering the potential risk posed by RAAC since late 2018, following a 
school roof collapse.

Read full report here

https://www.nao.org.uk/press-releases/condition-of-school-buildings-and-dfe-sustainability-overview/
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Many Local Government Pension Schemes are in a stronger position than three years ago to meet future member benefits, pension 
advisors have said following the most recent valuations.

Despite market instability brought on by Covid-19 and exacerbated by Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, the overall funding level rose to 
107% of past service in March 2022, compared to 98.5% in 2019, Hymans Robertson said in a report.

Analysts reviewed the triennial valuations of 73 of the 86 LGPS funds, and said that on average fund asset values rose by 27.5% up 
to March 2022.

Hymans Robertson said the better-than-expected funding outlook has prompted a reduction in employer contributions, from 21.9% 
of pay in 2019 to 20.8% now.

Robert Bilton, head of LGPS valuations at Hymans Robertson, said: “Our analysis gives cause for optimism that the outlook for the 
long-term funding sustainability of the LGPS is robust, not least due to the hard work that has taken place across all funds over the 
last decade and longer.

“While the good news is welcome, the hard work doesn’t stop, and it is important that funds use the next two years to continue to 
systematically review their risks to keep them in the best place possible ahead of the valuations in 2025.”

The report said funding levels rose by the most for schemes that were already better-funded in 2019, but balances increased 
“across the board” in all funds that were reviewed.

Researchers said higher asset values mean funds will only need to deliver real investment returns of about 1.5% per year over the 
next 20 years to ensure they are fully funded.

Hymans said it expects more than three-quarter (77%) of funds to be able meet the annual level of investment returns by 2040.

“This is a very positive funding position for the LGPS,” the report said.

“Considering that, not so long ago, the Scheme Advisory Board had set up a ‘deficit working group’ and the significant market 
events that the LGPS has had to navigate in recent years.

“Being in such a strong position is a testament to the diligent and hard work of administering authorities over the last decade.”

Read full report here 

LGPS_2022_Valuation_-_the_big_picture.pdf (hymans.co.uk)
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Sustainability reporting in the public sector is in its infancy, and there is an evolutionary journey to 
be embarked upon – sooner rather than later.

Sustainability reporting is the recording and disclosure of an organisation’s environmental impact 
caused by its activities. It has been widely adopted in the private sector, but in the public sector it is 
not the same story.

Having a clear understanding of the overall carbon footprint of the public sector is vital if we are to 
tackle climate change, find solutions and encourage sustainable development.

Public sector sustainability reporting: time to step it up’ provides answers and positive steps to 
addressing the most pressing challenges around public sector sustainability questions. The current 
patchwork of public sector sustainability reporting frameworks are inconsistent and confusing. The 
report draws on already existing standards and frameworks that are relevant and useful to the public 
sector, rather than trying to reinvent the wheel.

Alignment to financial reporting

The report recommends an approach that aligns sustainability reporting with the wider practice of 
financial reporting. The four key areas in this approach are governance, the management approach, 
performance and targets, and strategy. ‘Public sector sustainability reporting: time to step it 
up’ provides public finance professionals with a good understanding of what information needs to be 
disclosed and the process in producing a high quality report.

Read full report from CIPFA here 

Sustainability Reporting (cipfa.org)
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Grant Thornton UK LLP

30 Finsbury Square

London

EC2A 1AG

[Date] – {TO BE DATED SAME DATE AS DATE OF AUDIT OPINION]

Dear Sirs

Kent Pension Fund - Financial Statements for the year ended 31 March 2023

This representation letter is provided in connection with the audit of the financial statements of Kent 

Pension Fund for the year ended 31 March 2023 for the purpose of expressing an opinion as to 

whether the financial statements give a true and fair view in accordance with International Financial 

Reporting Standards and the CIPFA/LASAAC Code of Practice on Local Authority Accounting in the 

United Kingdom 2022/23 and applicable law. 

We confirm that to the best of our knowledge and belief having made such inquiries as we considered 

necessary for the purpose of appropriately informing ourselves:

Financial Statements

i. We have fulfilled our responsibilities for the preparation of the Fund’s financial statements in 

accordance with International Financial Reporting Standards and the CIPFA/LASAAC Code of 

Practice on Local Authority Accounting in the United Kingdom 2022/23 ("the Code"); in particular 

the financial statements are fairly presented in accordance therewith.

ii. We have complied with the requirements of all statutory directions affecting the Fund and these 

matters have been appropriately reflected and disclosed in the financial statements.

iii. The Fund has complied with all aspects of contractual agreements that could have a material 

effect on the financial statements in the event of non-compliance. There has been no non-

compliance with requirements of any regulatory authorities that could have a material effect on 

the financial statements in the event of non-compliance.

iv. We acknowledge our responsibility for the design, implementation and maintenance of internal 

control to prevent and detect fraud.

v. Significant assumptions used by us in making accounting estimates, including those measured 

at fair value, are reasonable. Such accounting estimates include […]. We are satisfied that the 

material judgements used in the preparation of the financial statements are soundly based, in 

accordance with the Code and adequately disclosed in the financial statements. We understand 

our responsibilities includes identifying and considering alternative, methods, assumptions or 

source data that would be equally valid under the financial reporting framework, and why these 

alternatives were rejected in favour of the estimate used. We are satisfied that the methods, the 

data and the significant assumptions used by us in making accounting estimates and their 

related disclosures are appropriate to achieve recognition, measurement or disclosure that is 

reasonable in accordance with the Code and adequately disclosed in the financial statements.

vi. Except as disclosed in the financial statements:

a. there are no unrecorded liabilities, actual or contingent

b. none of the assets of the Fund has been assigned, pledged or mortgaged

c. there are no material prior year charges or credits, nor exceptional or non-recurring items 

requiring separate disclosure.

i. Related party relationships and transactions have been appropriately accounted for and 

disclosed in accordance with the requirements of International Financial Reporting Standards 

and the Code.

ii. All events subsequent to the date of the financial statements and for which International 

Financial Reporting Standards and the Code require adjustment or disclosure have been 

adjusted or disclosed.

iii. We have considered the adjusted misstatements, and misclassification and disclosures changes 

schedules included in your Audit Findings Report. The financial statements have been amended 

for these misstatements, misclassifications and disclosure changes and are free of material 

misstatements, including omissions.

iv. Actual or possible litigation and claims have been accounted for and disclosed in accordance 

with the requirements of International Financial Reporting Standards.

v. We have no plans or intentions that may materially alter the carrying value or classification of 

assets and liabilities reflected in the financial statements.

vi. We have updated our going concern assessment. We continue to believe that the Fund’s 

financial statements should be prepared on a going concern basis and have not identified any 

material uncertainties related to going concern on the grounds that that : 

a. the nature of the Fund means that, notwithstanding any intention to liquidate the Fund 

or cease its operations in their current form, it will continue to be appropriate to adopt 

the going concern basis of accounting because, in such an event, services it performs 

can be expected to continue to be delivered by related public authorities and preparing 

the financial statements on a going concern basis will still provide a faithful 

representation of the items in the financial statements

b. the financial reporting framework permits the entry to prepare its financial statements 

on the basis of the presumption set out under a) above; and 

c. the Fund’s system of internal control has not identified any events or conditions 

relevant to going concern.

We believe that no further disclosures relating to the Fund's ability to continue as a going 

concern need to be made in the financial statements.

Information Provided

i. We have provided you with:

a. access to all information of which we are aware that is relevant to the preparation of the 

financial statements such as records, documentation and other matters;

b. additional information that you have requested from us for the purpose of your audit; 

and

c. access to persons within the Fund via remote arrangements from whom you 

determined it necessary to obtain audit evidence.

ii. We have communicated to you all deficiencies in internal control of which management is 

aware.

iii. All transactions have been recorded in the accounting records and are reflected in the financial 

statements.

iv. We have disclosed to you the results of our assessment of the risk that the financial statements 

may be materially misstated as a result of fraud.
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i. All transactions have been recorded in the accounting records and are reflected in the financial 

statements.

ii. We have disclosed to you the results of our assessment of the risk that the financial statements 

may be materially misstated as a result of fraud.

iii. We have disclosed to you all information in relation to fraud or suspected fraud that we are 

aware of and that affects the Fund, and involves:

a. management;

b. employees who have significant roles in internal control; or

c. others where the fraud could have a material effect on the financial statements.

iv. We have disclosed to you all information in relation to allegations of fraud, or suspected fraud, 

affecting the financial statements communicated by employees, former employees, analysts, 

regulators or others.

v. We have disclosed to you all known instances of non-compliance or suspected non-compliance 

with laws and regulations whose effects should be considered when preparing financial 

statements.

vi. There have been no communications with The Pensions Regulator or other regulatory bodies 

during the year or subsequently concerning matters of non-compliance with any legal duty.

vii. We are not aware of any reports having been made to The Pensions Regulator by any of our 

advisors.

viii. We have disclosed to you the identity of the Fund's related parties and all the related party 

relationships and transactions of which we are aware.

ix. We have disclosed to you all known actual or possible litigation and claims whose effects should 

be considered when preparing the financial statements.

Approval

The approval of this letter of representation was minuted by the Governance and Audit Committee at its 

meeting on 25 October 2023.

Yours faithfully

Name……………………………

Position………………………….

Date…………………………….

Name……………………………

Position………………………….

Date…………………………….

Signed on behalf of the Fund
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Independent auditor's report to the members of Kent County Council on the pension fund 

financial statements of Kent Pension Fund

Opinion on financial statements

We have audited the financial statements of Kent Pension Fund (the ‘Pension Fund’) administered by 

Kent County Council (the ‘Authority’) for the year ended 31 March 2023, which comprise the Fund 

Account, the Net Assets Statement and notes to the pension fund financial statements, including a 

summary of significant accounting policies. The financial reporting framework that has been applied in 

their preparation is applicable law and the CIPFA/LASAAC Code of Practice on Local Authority 

Accounting in the United Kingdom 2022/23.

In our opinion, the financial statements:

• give a true and fair view of the financial transactions of the Pension Fund during the year ended 

31 March 2023 and of the amount and disposition at that date of the fund’s assets and liabilities;

• have been properly prepared in accordance with the CIPFA/LASAAC Code of Practice on Local 

Authority Accounting in the United Kingdom 2022/23; and 

• have been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Local Audit and Accountability 

Act 2014.

Basis for opinion

We conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK) (ISAs (UK)) and 

applicable law, as required by the Code of Audit Practice (2020) (“the Code of Audit Practice”) approved 

by the Comptroller and Auditor General. Our responsibilities under those standards are further 

described in the ‘Auditor’s responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements’ section of our report. 

We are independent of the Authority in accordance with the ethical requirements that are relevant to our 

audit of the Pension Fund’s financial statements in the UK, including the FRC’s Ethical Standard, and 

we have fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities in accordance with these requirements. We believe 

that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion.

Conclusions relating to going concern

We are responsible for concluding on the appropriateness of the Corporate Director Finance’s use of 

the going concern basis of accounting and, based on the audit evidence obtained, whether a 

material uncertainty exists related to events or conditions that may cast significant doubt on the 

Pension Fund’s ability to continue as a going concern. If we conclude that a material uncertainty 

exists, we are required to draw attention in our report to the related disclosures in the financial 

statements or, if such disclosures are inadequate, to modify the auditor’s opinion. Our conclusions 

are based on the audit evidence obtained up to the date of our report. However, future events or 

conditions may cause the Pension Fund to cease to continue as a going concern.

In our evaluation of the Corporate Director Finance’s conclusions, and in accordance with the 

expectation set out within the CIPFA/LASAAC Code of Practice on Local Authority Accounting in the 

United Kingdom 2022/23 that the Pension Fund’s financial statements shall be prepared on a going 

concern basis, we considered the inherent risks associated with the continuation of services provided 

by the Pension Fund. In doing so we had regard to the guidance provided in Practice Note 10 Audit of 

financial statements and regularity of public sector bodies in the United Kingdom (Revised 2022) on the 

application of ISA (UK) 570 Going Concern to public sector entities. We assessed the reasonableness 

of the basis of preparation used by the Authority in the Pension Fund financial statements and the 

disclosures in the Pension Fund financial statements over the going concern period. In auditing the

financial statements, we have concluded that the Corporate Director Finance’s use of the going concern 

basis of accounting in the preparation of the Pension Fund financial statements is appropriate. 

Based on the work we have performed, we have not identified any material uncertainties relating to 

events or conditions that, individually or collectively, may cast significant doubt on the Pension Fund’s 

ability to continue as a going concern for a period of at least twelve months from when the financial 

statements are authorised for issue.

Our responsibilities and the responsibilities of the Corporate Director Finance’s with respect to going 

concern are described in the relevant sections of this report.

Other information

The other information comprises the information included in the Statement of Accounts, other than the 

Pension Fund’s financial statements and our auditor’s report thereon, and our auditor’s report on the 

Authority’s and group’s financial statements. The Corporate Director Finance is responsible for the other 

information. Our opinion on the financial statements does not cover the other information and, except to 

the extent otherwise explicitly stated in our report, we do not express any form of assurance conclusion 

thereon. 

Our responsibility is to read the other information and, in doing so, consider whether the other 

information is materially inconsistent with the Pension Fund financial statements or our knowledge 

obtained in the audit or otherwise appears to be materially misstated. If we identify such material 

inconsistencies or apparent material misstatements, we are required to determine whether there is a 

material misstatement in the financial statements themselves. If, based on the work we have performed, 

we conclude that there is a material misstatement of this other information, we are required to report 

that fact. 

We have nothing to report in this regard.

Opinion on other matters required by the Code of Audit Practice (2020) published by the National 

Audit Office on behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General (the Code of Audit Practice)

In our opinion, based on the work undertaken in the course of the audit of the Pension Fund’s financial 

statements, the other information published together with the Pension Fund’s financial statements in the 

Statement of Accounts for the financial year for which the financial statements are prepared is 

consistent with the Pension Fund financial statements.

Matters on which we are required to report by exception

Under the Code of Audit Practice, we are required to report to you if:

• we issue a report in the public interest under section 24 of the Local Audit and Accountability 

Act 2014 in the course of, or at the conclusion of the audit; or

• we make a written recommendation to the Authority under section 24 of the Local Audit and 

Accountability Act 2014 in the course of, or at the conclusion of the audit; or

• we make an application to the court for a declaration that an item of account is contrary to law 

under Section 28 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 in the course of, or at the 

conclusion of the audit; or; 

• we issue an advisory notice under Section 29 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 in 

the course of, or at the conclusion of the audit; or 

• we make an application for judicial review under Section 31 of the Local Audit and 

Accountability Act 2014, in the course of, or at the conclusion of the audit.

We have nothing to report in respect of the above matters in relation to the Pension Fund.
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Responsibilities of the Authority and the Corporate Director Finance 

As explained more fully in the Statement of Responsibilities set out on page 18, the Authority is required 

to make arrangements for the proper administration of its financial affairs and to secure that one of its 

officers has the responsibility for the administration of those affairs. In this authority, that officer is the 

Corporate Director Finance. The Corporate Director Finance is responsible for the preparation of the 

Statement of Accounts, which includes the Pension Fund’s financial statements, in accordance with 

proper practices as set out in the CIPFA/LASAAC Code of Practice on Local Authority Accounting in the 

United Kingdom 2022/23, for being satisfied that they give a true and fair view, and for such internal 

control as the Corporate Director Finance determines is necessary to enable the preparation of financial 

statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 

In preparing the Pension Fund’s financial statements, the Corporate Director Finance is responsible for 

assessing the Pension Fund’s ability to continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters 

related to going concern and using the going concern basis of accounting unless they have been 

informed by the relevant national body of the intention to dissolve the Pension Fund without the transfer 

of its services to another public sector entity.

Auditor’s responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the Pension Fund’s financial 

statements as a whole are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue 

an auditor’s report that includes our opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance but is 

not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with ISAs (UK) will always detect a material 

misstatement when it exists. 

Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are considered material if, individually or in the 

aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to influence the economic decisions of users taken on 

the basis of these financial statements. Irregularities, including fraud, are instances of non-compliance 

with laws and regulations. The extent to which our procedures are capable of detecting irregularities, 

including fraud, is detailed below.

We obtained an understanding of the legal and regulatory frameworks that are applicable to the 

Pension Fund and determined that the most significant which are directly relevant to specific 

assertions in the financial statements are those related to the reporting frameworks (the 

CIPFA/LASAAC Code of Practice on Local Authority Accounting in the United Kingdom 2022/23, 

the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 and the 

Local Government Act 2003).

We enquired of management and the Governance and Audit Committee, concerning the Authority’s 

policies and procedures relating to:

• the identification, evaluation and compliance with laws and regulations;

• the detection and response to the risks of fraud; and

• the establishment of internal controls to mitigate risks related to fraud or non-compliance with 

laws and regulations.

We enquired of management and the Governance and Audit Committee, whether they were aware of 

any instances of non-compliance with laws and regulations or whether they had any knowledge of 

actual, suspected or alleged fraud.

We assessed the susceptibility of the Pension Fund’s financial statements to material misstatement, 

including how fraud might occur, by evaluating management’s incentives and opportunities for 

 

manipulation of the financial statements. This included the evaluation of the risk of management 

override of controls and any other fraud risks identified for the audit. We determined that the principal 

risks were in relation to the valuation of Level 2 and 3 Investments.  Our audit procedures involved:

• evaluation of the design effectiveness of controls that management has in place to prevent and 

detect fraud,

• journal entry testing, with a focus on year-end journals,

• challenging assumptions and judgements made by management in its significant accounting 

estimates in respect of the valuation of Level 2 and 3 Investments,

• assessing the extent of compliance with the relevant laws and regulations as part of our 

procedures on the related financial statement item.

These audit procedures were designed to provide reasonable assurance that the financial statements 

were free from fraud or error. The risk of not detecting a material misstatement due to fraud is 

higher than the risk of not detecting one resulting from error and detecting irregularities that result 

from fraud is inherently more difficult than detecting those that result from error, as fraud may 

involve collusion, deliberate concealment, forgery or intentional misrepresentations. Also, the further 

removed non-compliance with laws and regulations is from events and transactions reflected in the 

financial statements, the less likely we would become aware of it.

We communicated relevant laws and regulations and potential fraud risks to all engagement team 

members, including [add details of risks]. We remained alert to any indications of non-compliance 

with laws and regulations, including fraud, throughout the audit.

Our assessment of the appropriateness of the collective competence and capabilities of the 

engagement team included consideration of the engagement team's.

• understanding of, and practical experience with audit engagements of a similar nature and 

complexity through appropriate training and participation

• knowledge of the local government pensions sector

• understanding of the legal and regulatory requirements specific to the Pension Fund including:

o the provisions of the applicable legislation

o guidance issued by CIPFA/LASAAC and SOLACE

o the applicable statutory provisions.

In assessing the potential risks of material misstatement, we obtained an understanding of:

• the Pension Fund’s operations, including the nature of its income and expenditure and its 

services and of its objectives and strategies to understand the classes of transactions, account 

balances, expected financial statement disclosures and business risks that may result in risks of 

material misstatement.

• the Authority's control environment, including the policies and procedures implemented by the 

Authority to ensure compliance with the requirements of the financial reporting framework.

A further description of our responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements is located on the 

Financial Reporting Council’s website at: www.frc.org.uk/auditorsresponsibilities. This description 

forms part of our auditor’s report.
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Commercial in confidence

Use of our report

This report is made solely to the members of the Authority, as a body, in accordance with Part 5 of the 

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 and as set out in paragraph 44 of the Statement of 

Responsibilities of Auditors and Audited Bodies published by Public Sector Audit Appointments Limited. 

Our audit work has been undertaken so that we might state to the Authority’s members those matters 

we are required to state to them in an auditor's report and for no other purpose. To the fullest extent 

permitted by law, we do not accept or assume responsibility to anyone other than the Authority and the 

Authority's members as a body, for our audit work, for this report, or for the opinions we have formed.

Paul Dossett, Key Audit Partner

for and on behalf of Grant Thornton UK LLP, Local Auditor

London

Date: 25 October 2023
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